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Put on your detective hat and uncover the facts and myths about the Boston strangler. Starting in

1962, eleven women living in and around the Boston area had been murdered in similar, and

similarly brutal, ways. Many of these women had been sexually assaulted. Several had been

stabbed. All had been strangled. Topics discussed include the victims, the atmosphere of Boston,

Massachusetts, at the time of the murders, and the man who confessed to the murders, Albert

DeSalvo. The evidence against DeSalvo, reasons DeSalvo confessed to murders he may not have

committed, theories about who the Boston Strangler really was, and DNA evidence are also

highlighted. Features include a Tools and Clues section that highlights research tools, technology,

and investigative methods, a timeline, a glossary, selected bibliography, further readings, places to

visit, source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state

standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
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A disquieting entry in the Unsolved Mysteries series, this account of the hunt for the killer of (at

least) 11 Boston-area women between 1962 and 1964 is not only laced with lurid details but also

presents a case study in media-fueled terror and how public pressure to resolve criminal cases

speedily can lead to questionable, at best, results. Along with presenting cogent reasons why the

validity of Albert DeSalvoâ€™s protracted â€œconfessionâ€• is doubtful, Hoblin introduces no fewer

than seven other sexual predatorsâ€”many, presumably, still aliveâ€”who have been considered

strong suspects in at least some of the killings. Aside from pictures of suspects and victims (alive),



the photos are often only tangentially relevant, but frequent side notes add significant details. Hoblin

closes with more recent efforts to reopen the case and selected additional resources for readers

with a continuing interest in these murders. Grades 6-9. --John Peters
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